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To -receive and share'God’s love throilgh worship, education, service and outreach.

Pastor Ken’s Corner

Mark 4:26-34 (NRSV)

26 He also said, ""The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,
27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not
know how. 2 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. 2° But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest
has come." %0 He also said, ""With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
will we use for it? 3t It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of
all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade." 2 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his
disciples.

r’!a”e]ujahl What a sigl’x of relief for all of us as we F]NALLY }chin to come back to

our in-church )Ceuowshipm

Since the \/irginia Depar’cment of Healt]ﬁ and our own \/irginia Comcerencc have
Proviclecl relaxed guidancc, ] am Providing some of that here with a link to the Comccrcncc
ch page. We will be scncling out more guic{ancc aswe dcvs]op our Mitigation Assistance
F]an (MAF) based upon our local context. Tlﬁis is also available on the \/AUMC
website.

Here is the UFDATE_D (uidance:
On Mag 15, our Bishop, Cabinet and Comcerence Fost~CO\/]D Ke~entr3 GrouP

(FKG) issued a response to (overnor Northam’s easing of CO\/]D~] 9 restrictions that
took effect at midmght on that same day.


http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc

(\/irg;inia Comccrcncc of the initcci Methodist Ciiurch Responsc to uPdated

Govemor’s Orcier). While the Comcerence encourages churches to use ciiscemment,

continued vigi]ancc and a cautious process in easing any mitigation measures curren’clg in
Place, churches were given the oppor’cunitg to take immediate steps, as guicied bg their
Hea]thg Ciﬁurciﬁ Team (HCT) and with the Pas’cor’s aPProval. Thosc steps are:

i Fu”g vaccinated leaders may Preaci‘: without a mask (click here)

2. Fu“g vaccinated persons may be unmasked in indoor and outdoor settings

3. Fu“g vaccinated persons may sing without a mask in indoor and outdoor settings

4. Eating outdoors may occur with incliviciua”g Packed meals

(Churches are cncourageci to activate theirlocal FR(Gs as soon as Possib]e, and to
begin using the attached Mitigation Assistance Plan (M.A.F.) as a guidc in dcvcioping their
own mitigation Pians that ti")eﬁ wish to imPlemen’c after May 28. |nformation on gorming and
working with your PR team, inc]uciirig Frequent]g Asked destions, is available
here: https,//vaumc.ore/pre/ Ang easing of local church mitigation measures or new

ministry Pians should include basic information about aPProPriatC signage, how new Practices
will be communicated to the congregation so Participants can make informed decisions, and
when these Plaris will be impicmcntcci 133 the local church.

Ti‘iere are lots of new terms for us to learn. EutJ we will get used to them and will
adapt for ourlocal context and continue to be safe. We are doing better with our in~Person

services and will continue to video and post on YouTubc and Facebooi@

26 He also said, "] he h’n‘gc/om of (God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
grounc/, 27 and would 5/ccp and rise n{g/:t and c/a‘g, and the seed would sprout and grow, he
does not know how. 24 T/rc carth produccs of itself. first the stalk, then the head, then the full
grain in the head. 22 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the

harvest has come.”

Wi‘ien Jesus is tcaching i_‘]is discip]cs he uses many Parabics. Thess Parab]cs use
terms and comparisons that were casilg understood 59 the People of [is age and bg us
tociag. Tiie i(irigclom of heaven Parai)]es speai( to seeds and growtii and Planting and
i‘:arvesting of various crops. Just as the farmer will harvest his crops, so God will i‘iarvest, 50
to sPeak, His cl’wildren, US, to be with Him in r‘iis Kingciom. We worsi‘niP and serve God
the Fati—icr by i’ieiping our rieigi'ibors, broti'iers, and sisters here on earth in Preparation for all
of US bcing with Goci in the Kingdom. God’s Kingdom is begond our understaﬂding in
Purelg human and earti*ilg terms so Jesus gives us a g]imPse of the Kingclom in these Parablcs.
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https://vaumc.org/virginia-conference-of-the-united-methodist-church-response-to-updated-governors-order/
https://vaumc.org/virginia-conference-of-the-united-methodist-church-response-to-updated-governors-order/
https://vaumc.org/considerations-for-mask-exemption-during-indoor-preaching/
https://vaumc.org/prg/

30 He also said, "With what can we compare the é/hgc/om of (God, or what Farab/c will
we use for it??! /t is like a mustard 5ecaf w/7/cﬁ, when sown upon the grounaf is the 5ma//cst of
all the seeds on earth; 72 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all
S/Irubs, and puts forth /atgc branc/:cs, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
3 I/Vlt/l many such Paraﬁ/cs he 5/00;4(: the word to t/7cm, as t/my were able to ﬁcarﬂ;-

3% he did not spca;é to them except in parab/cs, but fe cxp/aincd evc:ytﬁing in private to his
dlisc:/l’o/cs.

As Jesus continues [is discourse, he gives more descriptions of the immense size of
the King)c{om, using the mustard seed and how small it is and how large it becomes to show
how the Kingc{om of [eaven grows to accommodate the children of (God like the mustard
shrub supports and Providcs shelter and comfort for birds of the air.

Jesus uses terms and life examPles that the People of His age could understand SO
T}"IAT the qucstiOﬂs that most of us have about the Kingdom of Heavcn can have
answers for People then and for us now.

We will have Places in Heaven that have been Preparecl forus bg Jesus and the

[Tather in which to abide with Jesus, (God, the Ho]9 Spirit and the Saints who have gone on
before us when THAT DAY comes. \We can draw comfort from how nurturing and caring
(God the Fa’cher is...how He seeks us Al L outand wants us to be with H]M in [is
Kingclom.

\/ictorg in Jcsus! Christis Risent Hc is Risen |ndeedit Christ Will come Again!!

\/\/e continue to acknow]e&ge the generositg and efforts of our SOUP
Ministrg/rraycr Warriors/Fraycr Partners each month. Theg Provicle meals, soup, ghcts,
cards, letters and Phone calls to many of our members as well as those at f:islﬂing Bag
[~ states and otherlocations.

Keep the small groups and gatherings in your prayers as we look to new ways to
restart these meaningFu] andjoglcul worsl‘xip and sharing opportunities.

] amvery l’lumbled, béyond worcls, with how faithful and loyal you all have beenin
supporting the church with prayers, tithcs, gi{:ts, talents and witness in sPite of our inabi]itﬂ to
be able to suPPort with our presence.

Let us continue to pray for the PeoPle who may encounter CO\/]D~] 9 and be
exposed to or are suffer from the illness. Mang of us have gotten the vaccines or are
scheduled to receive them. Mang have had some reactions to the vaccine, which show up

some hours af’cer the shot, cspccia”y thc sccond one.
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Pe rcaq’g for cﬁangcs in how we follow the rcgu[a tions and live into the new
opportunit/cs W have to serve and wors/ny) 5afe[y and splﬁtua/!y meam’n‘gfu/ for all of us in

our /oca/ context.

Peace & Grace, Pastor Ken

A Mcssagc from Your Laﬂ [ eader

Warren Wr{g/;t
While reading this month | came across Section IV, Social
Frinciplcs and became intrigued bg what this part of the disciP]ine

had to say. For my message to you this month, ] want to share with
you what this section says about us as ( Jnited Methodists.

“We, the Peop!c called Unitcd Mcthoc{istsJ aftirm our faith in (God our creator and ]:at}ﬁcr,
in _Jesus (Christ our Savior, and in the Ho]9 Spirit, our (Guide and (Guard.

We acknow]edge our comp!ctc dcpendcnce upon (God in birth, inlife, in death, and in life
eternal. Secure in (God’s love, we affirm the gooclness of life and confess our many sins
against Giod’s will for us as we find it in Jesus Chris’c. We have not always been faithful
stewards of all that has been committed to us bg GOCJ the Crcator. V\/e have been reluctant
followers o{:Jcsus Christ in his mission to bring all persons to a community of love. Tlﬂoug}‘l
called }39 the Holg SPirit to become new creatures in Christ, we have resisted the further call
to become Pcoplc of God in our clca]ings with each other and the earth on which we live.

We P]ec{ge to continue to be in rCSPCCt]CUl conversation with those with whom we clhcxcer, to
cxp]ore the sources of our clhcmccrcnces, to honor the sacred worth of all persons as we

continue to seck the mind of (Christ and to do the will of (God in all things

Gratcfiul for God’s Forgiving !ovc, in which we live and }39 which we arcjuc{gcc{, and agirming
our belief in the inestimable worth of each indiviclua], we renew our commitment to become
faithful witnesses to the gospel, not alone to the ends of cartl'l, but also to the clcPths of our
common life and work.”

Thought for the month---“Great is the Lord, and most worthy of praise” -
Psalm 48:1



Wors/wlb (Committee
Pavid Dobson

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest
if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9

Jt looks like we 1Cina”9 made it tlﬁrough the darkness CO\/]D restrictions have thrown over us
the past 14 months and we are on the cusp of bcing able tojoin our voices togethcr in Praise
and song. Ha”e]ujah!! As worshiP moves into forward into our new means and methocls, we will

ask you to not Forget afew keg things:

e [ venvaccinated People can catch COVID,

e | hereare multip]c reasons some Peop]c are not vaccinated, and

° Doimg the right thing is what (5od asks of us.

Fastor Ken has been vigilant at sharing all the information Pertaining to churches of the UMC
district and the latest rules. F]ease read to be informed as changes seem to occur without
warning, In the transition Pcriod we will be kecping the enhanced cleaning and (JV treatment
in P]ace; record of attendance as we have been; and cloing our best at Preventing the spreacl
like we have Practicecl over the past year Plus. | etus keeP doing good and reap the harvest

that awaits!

Tl’lc wors}ﬂip committee would like to invite everyone to an open gathcring on 14~Junc 2021,

6pm in the social hall. Anyone who wishes to join this cog in the church ministry is invited. ]
P y ] g Y

arxticipate lﬁashing out a Plan for some summer and fall events at that time and look forward to

seeing you! Current roster of members:

Marg Bankcr Luey Blcvins Kcn Clcve|and PDavid Dobson
Suzanne Ramsburg Janis Slaughtcr Bccky Wilhite | Warren Wright




(Inited Methodist Men News
Warren anﬁt-UMM /> resident Gﬂ.!: Iuns§ t t

Zl[m ««««« apnslnllc wond A j

The UMM willhold our regular monthly Ew{:ﬂiﬁ%‘f | Eel Tcgh'f‘[]m!.!u“cth%pel
meeting on Monclag June 28th at 7 FM.

Remember that there are no membership or dues requirements to be a Part of

the Um'tec{ Methodist Men of C]arksburg,just a wi”ingness to serve Jesus
Christ within your church and community.

Mission-T o Hclp Men Grow |n Christ, So Others Mag K now Christ.

Scripturc Readers for the Remainder of the year:

June 6 | inda Partz
Remainder of June bctty Farmer

Julg | inda Dobbins
August I_ucg Blevins
Scptcmbcr Mary Bankcr
October Joycc Smith
Novcmbcr Kathg Wright
December Suzanne Kamsburg

See Page 13 for a copy of the Health Acknowledgement form for the questions
asked prior to each service.

Annual Budget for 2021 Operating Funds: $115,711.00
Total Received for Operating Funds as of May 30: 50,517.17
Total Needed by May 31: -2304.25




5C/IO/8FSAI}? (ommittee
[ran Miller

lxcgou are a high school senior or co“ege student, aPPlications are bcing acceptecl for our
scho]arship. You cangeta copy of the aPPlication on the church’s website under
‘Resources’. Your latest transcript must be included. T he deadline is June %0. Flease mai
your aPP]ications to the church, attention “Scho]arship Commit’cee”‘

DAD

»—> A SoN'S FIRST «—




}: ather’s Daﬂ

T he nation’s first [“ather's Day was celebrated on June 19, 1910, in the state of
Washington. [owever, it was not until 1972-58 years after resident \Woodrow
Wilson made Mother's D39 official-that the dag honoring fathers became a
nationwide holiday in the (Inited States. [Tather's Day 2021 will occur on
Sunclag, June 20.

Mother's Day: |nspiration for [Father's Day

The “Mothers Day” we celebrate toclag has its origins in the Peacc~and~

reconciliation campaigns of the Post~Civil War era. During the 1860s, at the
urging of activist Ann Reeves Jarvis, one divided West \/irginia town celebrated
“Mother's Work Days” that brought together the mothers of (Confederate and
(nion soldiers.

Did you know? T here are more than 70 million fathers in the (Inited States.
f‘]owcver, Mothcr’s Dag did not become a commercial holic{ag until 1908, when—
inspired by Jarvis’s daughter, Anna Jarvis, who wanted to honor her own mother
by making Mother's Day a national holiday~the _John Wanamaker department
store in Fhiladelphia sPonsored a service dedicated to mothers in its auditorium.
T hanks inlarge part to this association with retailers, who saw great Potentia! for
Promcit in the ho]iclag, Mothers Daﬂ caught on right away. In 1909, 45 states
observed the clay, andin i 914, Fresidcnt Wooc{row Wilson aPProvcd a resolution
that made the second Sundag in Mag a holidag in honor of “that tender, gent!e
army, the mothers of America.”

Origins of Fathers Dag

The campaign to celebrate the nation’s fathers did not meet with the same
enthusiasm~PerhaPs because, as one florist exPlained, “fathers haven’t the same

sentimcntal aPPcal tlﬁat mo’c]ﬁcrs havc.”


http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/west-virginia
http://www.biography.com/news/anna-jarvis-mother-of-modern-mothers-day-20826125
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson

On July 5, 1908, a West Virginia church sponsored the nation’s first event
explicit]y in honor of fathers, a Sundag sermon in memory of the 362 men who had
died in the previous December’s explosions at the [Tairmont (Coal Company mines
in Monongah, but it was a one-time commemoration and not an annual holiday.

T he next year, a Spokane, Washington, woman named Sonora Smart Dodd,
one of six children raised }39 a widower, tried to establish an official equivalent to
Mother's Day for male parents. She went to local churches, the YMCA,
shopkeepers and government officials to drum up support for heridea, and she
was successful: Washington State celebrated the nation’s first statewide [Tather’s
Dayon June 19, 1910.

Slowlg, the ]’loliday sPrcac]. In 1916, President Wilson honored the dag Bg using
telegraph signals to unfurl a ﬂag in Spokane when he Pressed a button

in \/\/ashington, D.C.|n 1924, President (alvin Coolidge urgec] state
govcmmcnts to observe Fathcr’s Dag.

Todag, the Clag honoring fathers is celebrated in the Urxited States on the third
Sunday of June: [Father's Day 2021 occurs on June 20.

In other countrics—@specia”g in E_uropc and | _atin America-fathers are honored
on Sit. JosePh’s Dag, a traditional (C atholic holidag that falls on March 19.
Fathers Day: Controvcrsy and Commercialism

Mang men, however, continued to disdain the dag. As one historian writes, thcy
“scoffed at the holidaﬂ’s sentimental attempts to domesticate manliness with
flowers and ghct~giving, or thcg derided the Prolhceration of such ho]ic!ays as a
commercial gimmick to sell more Productswopﬁen Paid for bg the father himself.”
During the 1920s and 19%0s, a movement arose to scrap Mother's Day and
Father’s Dag altogether in favor of a single holidag, Farents’ Dag. Everg year on
Mothers Dag) Pro~Farent5’ Dag groups rallied in New York Citg’s Centra!
FPark—a Public reminder, said Parents’ Da9 activist and radio PerFormer Robert
Spere, “that both Parents should be loved and respected togetl')er.”


https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/virginia
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington
https://www.history.com/topics/mexico/sonora
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington-dc
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/calvin-coolidge
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york

Faradoxica”g, however, the (Great Depression derailed this effort to combine and
de-commercialize the holidays.

Struggling retailers and advertisers redoubled their efforts to make [Fathers Dag
a “second (Christmas” for men, promoting goods such as neckties, hats, socks,
Pipes and tobacco, gol]c clubs and other sPor’cing goocls, and greeting cards.
When World War || began, advertisers began to argue that celebrating [Father's
D39 was a way to honor American troops and suPPor’c the war effort. Bg the end
of the war, [Father's Day may not have been a federal holiday, but it was a national
institution.

In 1972, in the middle of a hard-fought presidential re-clection campaign, Richard
Nixon signecl a Proc!amation making [Tather's Dag a federal ho]idag at last.
Today, economists estimate that Americans spcrwd more than $1 billion each year

on Fathcr’s Dag ghcts.

Nurturc & Outrcach
Jcrly Dant

T he time has Fina”g come when we might be able to visit our
friends in church as well as make home visits. | et's continue
sending cards and notes to those who are still unable to getout
to let them know we are thinking about them and hoPc to see
them soon. | ewis Musick's, address and birthdag are on the

calendar. | et's try to send | _ewis a note that we are thinking

about him and hope to see him soon.

[ inda Partz made beautiful flowers forvases to be taken to the ladies at Fishing
Bag [~ states for Mother's Dag. Thc vases were decorated with Hcmp Spiral
bg Fred. Kathy, \/al, Dianne and Lucg delivered them. The (ommittee
aPPreciatcs | inda, [Tred, Kathy, Val, Dianne and Lucg making Mother's Da3
sPecial for the ladies. Fastor Ken and Terrg delivered vases to Marion Mi“er and
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http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression
http://www.history.com/topics/christmas/history-of-christmas
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/richard-m-nixon
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/richard-m-nixon

Mgr’c]e Clark. We look forward to cloing to same thing for the men for [Tather's

Day

Wail a letter or card of happivess to our home bound members!

memories of Clarkshury.

If your last name starts with the letter listed below, please send
a card or note to the shut-ins listed.
why viot make a home bound member swile by sewding them a card
often as well as on their birthday.
If we all participate, our home bound members will get a card
frequently from church mewmbers, and will have wore great

A-C
D-G
Reggie Jackson 7/12
672 Gloucester Road
Saluda, VA 23149
H-L
Myrtle Clark 10/2 Pastor Jim Salmon 5/24
P.O. Box 302 26306 Mattaponi Trail
Deltaville, VA 23043 Milford, VA 22514
M-Z
Marion Miller 08/06
c¢/o Commonwealth Senior
Living @ Gloucester House
7657 Meredith Drive
Gloucester, VA 23061
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- A Calming Prayer for Every Feeling

Exhausted? Upset? Frustrated? Offended? Confused? There’s a prayer for that.
s by Bob HostetlerPosted in Bible Resources

-~ Mg two children were Prcschoolcrs when my wife and | began tcaching them a
weekly memory verse. Tl’]e first Bib]c verse thcg memorized (anc{ no, it wasn’t

« Jesus weP’c”) can also function as a suggestive and helP)Cul Prager)cor every occasion and

every emotion.

]t differs onb a little from one Bible version to another. At the time, the Bible we used for

our]camilg devotions rendered it “When l am axcraicl, ] will trust in You” (Fsa[m 56:3, N]\/

1984).

Sincc then, ] have Pragecl countless versions of that verse. ]t aclapts easilg and succinctlg to

any and every situation ] encounter and every emotion ] feel. Here are some examP]es that

you can incorporate into your prayers:
5omconc or somcthing uPscts you: “When ] am angry, ] will trust in You.”
Your schedule (or li)cc) seems to spin out of control: “When | am stressed, | will
trust in You.”

5omconc offends or hurts you: “When | am hurt, | will trust in You.”

Your Physical, mental or emotional resources run out: “When | am exhausted, |
will trust in You.”

Comparisons with others assail you: “When | feel insecure, | will trust in You.”
You lose someone or somcthing: “When | am grieving, | will trust in You.”
Lonclincss strikes: “When | am Ionelg, | will trust in You.”

You’rc having trouble waiting for someone or somcthing: “When | am impatient,
will trust in You.”

5omconc lashcs out: “When ] am under attack, ] will trust in You.”

You’rc confused: “When | don’t know what to do, | will trust in You.”
See how well it works? And those arejust a start. This Fsa]m 56:% prayer can be adaptec{ to
Practica”g any emotion or situation. Try it, and adaPt it to your necd~omc~the~moment, in every

moment.
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Health Acknowledgement

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here.

In order to keep you and other congregants safe and healthy, read and respond to the
health questions below. Please affirm to the greeter that you acknowledge the following
items are true for you and provide your name and contact number. All persons are
recommended to keep physical distancing of 6 feet or more (from persons outside your
household group) and to wear a face covering. --updated 5/28/21

N\ | am not experiencing two or more of the following symptoms of
COVID-19: - Fever (100 F or higher) or chills = Cough = Shortness
1‘ . of breath or difficulty breathing = New loss of taste or smell -
- Headache = Muscle or body aches = Sore throat = Congestions or
runny nose, not allergy related = Nausea or vomiting = Diarrhea

2_/ L] | have not been in contact with anyone experiencing
, symptoms of COVID-19 (see #1) or | am fully vaccinated (14
days after series of vaccinations are completed.)




uMcC

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Tharsday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 Polly Van
Becky Wilhite | Benschoten
Summer Clark | Mobile Food
Powntry
Clarksbury
Noown Praver
e 7 o) a 10 " 12
Noow Praver Noow Praver Noow Praver Carl Tate Noow Praver Noow Praver Noow Praver

Noow Praver

12
Noow Prover

14
Noow Praver

15
Noow Praver

16
Noow Prayer

17
Noown Praver

1%
Noow Prayer

19
Noow Praver

20
Noown Praver

21
Noow Praver

22
Noow Praver

23
Noow Praver

24
Jeanwie Duke
Noow Praver

25
Noow Praver

26
Noow Praver

27
Noow Praver

2%
Noow Prayer
UMM Zpim

29
Noow Prayer

20
Wike Tullos
Noow Praver

The deadlive for the July 2021 Grapevive will be Monday, May 24 Send ewmail
+o pwalian2 Dawmail.com
June Birthdays (I you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be
made to the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.)
Ushers for the month of June Polly Van Bevschoten and Warrew Wright
Scripture Readers for June: Linda Barte and Betty Farmer
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