The Grapevine

Our Mission:

To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach.

Editor’s Note: And it has

arrived, the Heat is On! The tradi-
tional start to summer, Memorial
Day Weeden has already come and
gone and | hope you all took time to
honor those men and women who
courageously served our country .

In God we Trust.

This month we culminate our Easter
journey with the celebration of Pen-
tecost and apostles proclaiming the
resurrection of Christ. The season
after Pentecost is the time of the
church year we support our new
disciples and the entire congrega-
tion in “living out the gifts we have
been given in the name of Jesus and

the power of the Holy Spirit.” Let’s
support one another in the common
work of using our gifts not just in
this season, but always.

In Christian Love Petra

Prayer to Walk as Children of the Light
Joy of Heaven, we are so blessed
that You came to dwell in each of
us on Pentecost, when Your church
was born. Surely, through Your Spir-
it, we have died to sin and are alive
to holiness. May we serve You faith-
fully, in praise, prayer, and loving
service to others, as we are
changed from glory to glory. May
we walk as children of the light, in
all goodness, righteousness, and
truth. Amen.
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Pastor Ken’s Corner

Romans 8:18-28 (NRSV)

Future Glory

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about
to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children
of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has
been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what
is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 26 Likewise the
Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.28 We

know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to
his purpose.

We have been Rocked by senseless violence and horrific acts of murder and this is not the first time,
and sadly, it will not be the last time..

We need to Pray to Our Heavenly Father for HIS Peace and Comfort... We need to be
spreading His Love, Grace, Mercy and Hope throughout or communities.

We need to pray: for our schools; our children; our teachers; our administrators and our first
responders: Law Enforcement; Medica/EMT; and other counselors for the bereaved students;
and parents; and teachers; and others impacted by the violence

He Is Risen! He is Risen indeed! We rest on that promise and as the details of this catastrophe
emerge there will doubtless be soul searching for a “cure” for this Crime. Everything from increased
gun restrictions to armed personnel at our schools and increased police presence.

Of Note: Chicago has some of the most stringent Gun Laws and yet that has not prevented the
constant gun violence there.

Of Note: Look to all the calls for police defunding and reducing law enforcement personnel across
or Nation. How does that play out?

Scripture in Romans 8:18-23 addresses our earthly condition and the Hope of for the Kingdom

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of
the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies.
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I say all of this to submit that throughout history we have acts of senseless violence, we never get at the
roots of the violence and Hate in the hearts of some people and those who are mentally marginalized or
just so intent on the 15 seconds of fame that our society ascribes to these perpetrators.

I believe that the only POWER on Earth and in Heaven is dependent upon the Holy Spirit to comfort the
hearts of the victims and their families and draw this hate from the hearts of the Haters and perpetrators.

24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?

25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in
our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs
too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.28 We know that all things work
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.

Hope in God Saves us, preserves us and carries us through the difficult time in this FALLEN WORLD.

We have the Spirit to help us in our weakness and The Holy Spirit intercedes for the saints...you and
me!!!, according to the Will of God!!!

Yes ... be assured that in spite of what we see on the news and hear about of the violence and wars that
ravage this Earth and God’s Children...

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose.

As we come to a celebration of the men and women of the Armed Forces who Gave their lives in

preserving our freedoms and the freedom of people all over the Globe through Conflict at Home and
Abroad.

Take time to pray for those who have given ALL for our way of Life Make Memorial day something
more than just a cookout with family, or a parade. We will place flags in front of our church sign and on
grave markers of all veterans as I’'m not able to determine in all cases if they lost their lives in service...
Better honor all than to miss one deserving of recognition on Memorial day.

Check out these links for more info on Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day

i\/lemorial Day - Wikipedia

Remember Memorial Day is for those who sacrificed their live in service.

Veteran’s Day on November 11 is when we celebrate ALL Veterans.

‘ Veterans Day - Wikipedia

What Glorious Music and Services on all of our Sundays. Thank You Becky and Ann and our Choir for
Lovely service and Easter Time as we celebrate the Seven weeks of Easter ....We Are so Blessed!

Those flowers are blooming, and the pollen is very heavy.

[ 'am so happy to be back in our post COVID worship posture. I think I have learned a lesson NOT to
take those attributes of fellowship and contact in our worship and service and witness for granted.

Thank you!!! to our Worship Team who are stepping up and taking on more responsibilities of our

Worship so we truly represent the entire congregation in all facets of our In-Person Worship!!!
Hallelujah!!!
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Let us strive to be more willing to serve and more appreciative of our opportunities for service. It’s
been said you don’t miss something till it is taken away from you.

Adult Sunday School with Paul Russell teaching the course with Warren and Connie backing up as

needed. Hallelujah! Iknow this has been one aspect that many were anxious to resume. Thank you,
Paul, for stepping up. Lets Enjoy this and participate as we are able

This Saturday June 4th, 2022 is our Mobile Food Pantry with the Cryer Center from 9-11 AM

everyone is invited to come and help or if you are unable to attend in person keep us and our clients in
your prayers.

These Services: food pantry; meals on wheels; and other ministries; we provide to our community as
our outreach. Each service is and example of Clarksbury living into our obedience to Christ’s New
Commandment to LOVE one another, just as Jesus has Loved us. It’s not that we are doing good

deeds because we are good people. We are performing Loving witness to our community to
demonstrate that we are disciples of Jesus

Jesus Has Died! Jesus Is Risen! Jesus will Come Again!

| We should be mindful of Jesus’s Teachings and Lessons and Examples, Just as his disciples

| did, and follow His lead as He is the Way, The Truth and the Life that leads to the everlasting!
‘ Use Him as a pathway for our continued Christian service.

COVID restrictions and protocols are relaxed but many still remain, and we must keep in mind
“ that the threat is not eliminated, and in some cases is elevated again with the recent
variant....OMICRON. For some, the risks of COVID are very real and very present. We
| continue to lift up in our prayers those who are at risk and still under many restrictions.

We continue to acknowledge the generosity and efforts of our Soup Ministry/Prayer Warriors/
\ Prayer Partners each month. They provide meals, soup, gifts, cards, letters and phone calls to
many of our members as well as those at Fishing Bay Estates and other locations.

|
We are adding a NEW MINISTRY to our Nursing Home and assisted living congregation with
‘ | jewelry provided for prizes for activities at the various facilities we support and pray for. They
\‘ | live through constant shutdowns and other risks and we need to redouble our efforts for their

\J | INCLUSION in our Outreach and MINISTRY. Thank You Jerry Dant for seeing this as a

| wonderful outreach opportunity... Anyone have questions or suggestions call Jerry or pass to me or
| | Warren...

| Keep the small groups and gatherings in your prayers as we look to maintain the innovative

| | ways to be connected and look to expand these meaningful and joyful worship and sharing
| opportunities.

'Let us continue to pray for the people who may encounter COVID-19 and be exposed to or suffer
from the illness.

Peace & Grace,

Pastor Ken
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LAY LEADER — WARREN WRIGHT

For my message to you this month I’'m going to use an edited commentary by the Rev. Robert J.

Williams (Williams is top staff executive of the United Methodist Commission on Archives and

History.) that | read on my Daily United Methodist Digest on May 16, 2014 and is still relevant today
in 2022.

“If we neglect or refuse the invitation (to look into the windows of our past), we threaten to cut
ourselves off from our genius, our mission, our rich contribution to the church catholic. Our history,
our polity, our texts, our connectionalism — are these encumbrances from the past, barriers to
effective mission, walls that entrap us? Or are they windows through which we see, with God’s
guidance, a vision for our calling as a church?”

United Methodist historian Russell Richey poses these questions in his book, "Methodist
Connectionalism: Historical Perspectives" (United Methodist Board of Higher Education and
Ministry, 2009).

In the same volume, he writes: “More needful than such hindsight is a compelling vision for the
future. ... Memory, including the memory of our own tradition, constitutes an important source of
Methodism’s self-understanding, a point reinforced in the (Book of) Discipline’s theological
guidelines and its own appeal to history. We do need to be reminded of our forebears’ vision and
their perplexities. That can be a stimulus for today’s ministry — but it will not suffice. History can
inform but cannot provide the vision.”

Do we as United Methodists have a usable past?
Informing, inspiring — and indicting
Several personal experiences illustrate the value of a historical perspective:

e When women were becoming clergy in the former Southern New Jersey Conference, much of
the resistance was coming from women in the congregations. My wife was vice president of the
district United Methodist Women, and | had just started graduate work at Drew University. We
planned a program on the quest for ordination and clergy rights for women beginning with
Barbara Heck on to Anna Oliver and to the present.

e When a member of the pastor-parish relations committee in a church challenged my use of
gender-inclusive language, | quoted the 1880 Book of Discipline about masculine pronouns and
language.

After completing my dissertation, | addressed a predominantly African-American church about
New Jersey Methodists and issues related to African Americans. | tried to offer the hope that
persons were studying this history so that we would not forget the injustices.

The past and present are closely intertwined, and Heritage Sunday calls us to reflect on those
points of convergence in our own lives.
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LAY LEADER — WARREN WRIGHT CONT.

This year, the church is focusing on Thomas Coke, who, along with Francis Asbury, was the first

American bishop of Methodism. The Commission on Archives and History has set the theme for

Heritage Sunday as “The Church’s Heritage in Mission: Remembering the 200th Anniversary of the
Death of Dr. Thomas Coke.”

Two centuries have not diminished the importance of Coke’s life to us today. He struggled with
many of the same challenges we face, including tensions in the church and obstacles to
evangelizing, and addressed social ills such as human trafficking.

The lives of Coke and those who have gone before us, and the journey of the Methodist
movement itself, hold lessons and provide a framework for understanding our present and
envisioning our future.

History can inform. History always teaches that for any issue, it’s more complex than we
think! Every debate and issue today, including the global nature of the church, the study of
ministry and the Four Areas of Focus, can be informed by knowledge of the past.

History can inspire. | think of Methodists Alma Matthews and Kathryn Maurer welcoming the
stranger at Ellis Island and Angel Island, respectively, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It
certainly relates to debates about immigration and powerfully illustrates ministry with the poor.

History can indict. This text from Isaiah can encourage us to write down what is happening, but
the text goes on to state its purpose as reminding future generations about the sinfulness of those
who were creating the record. In Isaiah 30:8-9 we read, “Go now, write it before them on a
tablet, and inscribe it in a book, so that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever, for
they are a rebellious people, faithless children, children who will not hear the instruction of the
Lord.”

We regret the slow willingness to allow women to have full clergy rights, the reality of the Central
Jurisdiction, the treatment of other racial/ethnic groups. | have had interest in the appointment
record of Col. John Milton Chivington, a Methodist who led the massacre of Native Americans at
Sand Creek 150 years ago. He was located at the time but still a prominent figure in the Methodist
Episcopal Church and later readmitted on trial in the Nebraska Conference.

Concerns and questions

We are concerned about what it means if we don’t claim our history in shaping the church. What
is the work to be accomplished? What values do we want to take into the 21st century from our
history? What will help the church attract new disciples? We might ask what the church would
look like through Francis Asbury’s glasses or what would John Wesley say to today’s church. Near
the end of his biography of Asbury, titled "American Saint," John Wigger quotes an 1808 letter
from Asbury to Thomas Coke. In it, Asbury writes that “managing the appointments of all the
circuit preachers ‘may possibly be my martyrdom. | see, | feel what is wrong in preachers and
people, but | cannot make it right.” These words hold relevance for us today as well. United
Methodist theologian Albert Outler said, “I’'m not interested in Wesley, I’'m interested in the same
things Wesley was interested in.” That speaks to my interest in the life and ministry of both John
and Charles Wesley, the founders of Methodism. The Wesleys were interested in faith and in
living that faith. | am interested in that as well. John’s spiritual autobiography informs my own
spiritual experiences. His insights into the experience of salvation can still speak to 21st century


http://s3.amazonaws.com/gcah.org/Smith_Coke_Bio.pdf
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/four-areas-of-focus
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LAY LEADER — WARREN WRIGHT CONT.

persons. Charles’ hymns have a theological depth and experiential power that we will lose at our
peril if we don’t sing them alongside the current music and there are fresh tunes available.

United Methodists do have a usable past. The past becomes even more relevant to us through
the act of remembering. Scripture emphasizes the importance of this, with Jeremiah 6:16 offering
one of many examples: “Thus says the Lord: Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the
ancient paths, where the good way lies; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.” Perhaps the
most important word about memory is said when we take the bread and cup as part of the Lord’s
Supper, for Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” The “ministry of memory” shapes us,
informs and inspires our mission, and creates a vision for discipleship. In spite of the pieces of
our past that we would want to reform or repudiate, | still say with the Psalmist (Psalm 16:6b), “I
have a goodly heritage.” » )

It is history that teaches us to hope-Robert E. Lee

Wishing a warm welcome to our newest church member

Naney Quinnl



Ministries:

The UMM’s next regular monthly business
meeting will be on Monday June 27th at 7 PM.
At this meeting, the men will be planning their
summer season activities. Remember there are
no membership or dues requirements to be a
part of the United Methodist Men of
Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus
Christ within your church and community.

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others
May Know Christ.

Betty Johnson Connie Robertson Val Bradley
Carl Tate
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declared electrical engineering as her focus. She
played for the girls rugby team for a second year
and is a member of the First Year Players where
she served as the mistress of props. Our Royal
Duke completed the second year of music
education at JMU and has been selected to be a
part of the leadership team for the Marching
Royal Dukes next fall and has also been selected
as an officer in the flute club. We could not be
more proud of our youth! We wish all of the
great relaxing summer!

Val Bradley (7/4)
P.O. Box 467
Deltaville, VA 23043

Our team would like to thank the ladies and their
friends for all of the jewelry left to be delivered for
Bingo prizes. The jewelry will be carried to Dockside,
Sanders, The Gloucester House and Walter Reed
Rehab. We have a member in each of the facilities and
| am sure they will enjoy making a selection from the
beautiful jewelry.

Our college kids are home for the summer and we
hope to see them soon. | am sure they had a great
year and look forward to going back in the fall. Natalie
Nichols finished her first year of Graduate School for
PT. She plans to work, take a class and attend a Bev.
Moore Bible Conference with her mother before
returning to Shenandoah University this fall. Jimmy
Nichols plans to work, take a hiking vacation with his
family before returning to Roanoke College to continue
in the Chemistry Program. The twins are back too!
They are both excited to relax from a tough year at
school although they both are looking for a little bit of
work to make some money for next year too! Our
Wahoo completed her second year at UVA and

Myrtle Clark (10/2)
P.O. Box 302
Deltaville, VA 23043

Mickie Crittenden

c/o Commonwealth Senior Living @ Gloucester
House 7657 Meredith Drive

Gloucester, VA 23061

Betty Johnson (804) 384-3618 (4/26)
Dockside Health & Rehab Ctr

74 Mizpah Road Room 504

Locust Hill VA 23092

Lewis Musick
6023 Dixon Lane
Gloucester, Va., 23061

Marion Miller (08/06)

c/o Commonwealth Senior Living @ Gloucester
House 7657 Meredith Drive

Gloucester, VA 23061

Connie Robertson (7/28)
74 spring Cove Lane
Topping, VA 23169

Pastor Jim Salmon 5/24
26306 Mattaponi Trail
Milford, VA 22514
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Ministries and ETC:

Church Service Assistants for

@ the month of June
Ushers:
Mobile Food Pantry - Clarks- Betty Chenowith and Nancy Quinn
bury United Methodist Scripture Reader:
Saturday, June 4, 2022 Patricia Hooper
9:00am-11:00am Liturgist:
Charles Tt
Clarksbury United Methodist, artes fownes
Deltaville, VA 23043, United Counters:
States Warren Wright and Betty Tate

Opewv Hearty Openw Minds
OpenwDoory

Deadline for the July Newsletter is
Monday, June 27!

1nas ACross Middlesex
Mobile Food Paniry. =
. -~ .'..:‘~‘:} ‘

Follow us on
Facebook!
Check out our
Website

Annual Budget 2022 Operating Funds 120,298.00

Total Received for Operating Funds 44,477.00
05/22

Total Needed by end of May 5,647.17


https://www.facebook.com/Clarksbury-United-Methodist-Church-124372487402
http://www.clarksburyumc.com/

Iwie

AC Prayer Team invites conference to prayer for
2022 AC session

Im order to cover the whaole of the Annual Conference
[AC) session in prayer as well as to pray for Bishop
Lewis, AC leadership, AC members, worship and
business session participants, and guests, an Annual
Conference Prayer Team has been formed.

ou are invited by the Rev. Kyungsuk Cho, Ms. Ins
Smith, the Rev. Paul Oh, the Rev. Kim Barker-Brugman,
and the Rev. Bob Parks, the AC Prayer Team, to join in
praying for a Spint-filled Annual Conference.

Follow the guides below to pray for Annual Conference:

# Pray AC members will allow God to instll in us
an attitude and discipline of prayer in all
comersations.

* Pray for Ged's guidance and blessings on the
Laity and Clergy Sessions, worship
celebrations, business sessions, mission
opportunities, and sccial gathernings of AC.

# Pray for AC members to be witnesses of Jesus
with thoughts, words, and actions.

# Pray for AC decisions to align with God's will.

# Pray for churches to become more vital and
effective at making disciples of Jesus Chnst
whao are [felong leamers who influence others

to senee.
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The 240th Virginia Annual Conference will meet in
person at the Hampton Convention Center (HRCC)
this month: Thursday, Jun. 16 through Saturday, Jun.
18 and Terry will be attending as lay delegate for
Clarksbury. The last in-person annual conference
was held in Roanoke in 2019. The 2022 annual con-
ference will be livestreamed for viewing purposes
for the general public and non-voting members.
Note: Should the COVID status change, the confer-
ence will move from in-person to virtual. The full
agenda and details are available on the conference
website (https:// vaumc.org/2022-ac-mission-
resource).

Below are agenda extracts of key worship, Bible
study and other annual conference topics. The con-
ference board reports are informative and educa-
tional; details are available in the Annual Conference
Book of Reports (BOR) which is posted on the con-
ference website. After the conference, a summary
report of the proceedings will be made available to
the congregation.

Thursday Afternoon (2-5 p.m.) Opening Worship: Bishop
Sharma D. Lewis Laity Address: Ms. Martha Stokes, Con-
ference Lay Leader Thursday Evening (7:30-8:30 p.m.) A
Service of Remembrance: Rev. Grace Han Friday Morning
(7:30 a.m.— 12 noon) 8:30 a.m. Bible Study: Rev. Lisa
Greenwood Common Table Report: Rev. Dr. Steven J.
Summers 11 a.m. Worship: Rev. Kendra Grimes, Chair,
Missional Ministries Board, and Rev. Seungsoo (RJ) Jun,
Associate Director of Serving Friday Afternoon (1-5 p.m.)
2 p.m. Recognition of Retirees: Rev. Dr. Clarence Brown
Friday Evening (7:30-8:30 p.m.) 7:30 p.m. A Service for
the Ordering of Ministry: Bishop Sharma D. Lewis Satur-
day Morning (6:30 a.m. — Adjournment) 6:30 a.m. 5K
Walk, Run: at the Conference Center or virtually. Entry
fee proceeds go to “Nurturing Together.” 8:30 a.m. Bible
Study: Rev. Lisa Greenwood 11 a.m. Worship: Rev. Dr.
Steven J. Summers Fixing of the Appointments and Ad-
journment: Bishop Sharma D. Lewis
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"What is prayer? The best definition of prayer is that it is a lifting of the
mind and the heart to God.

Prayer is a dialogue. Man breaks silence in two ways: a dialogue with his
fellow man and a dialogue

with God.

Prayer is a lifting of the heart and mind to God; notice we said nothing
about the emotions......

Prayer is in the intellect, in the will, and the heart, as embracing a love of
truth with a resolve and

determination to grow in love through and act of will.

Often in prayer we do not have a deep sense of God's presence...but
we know He is there....

Prayer is an interaction between the created spirit and uncreated Spirit,
which is God. Itisa

communication, adoration, a penance, happiness, a work, a rest, an ask-
ing, a submission.

Why should we pray? Why breathe? We have to take in fresh air and
get rid of bad air; we have

to take in new power and get rid of old weaknesses. We pray because we
are orchestras and always

need to unte-up. Just as battery sometimes runs down and need to be
charge, so we have to be

renewed in spiritual vigor. Our blessed Lord said, "without Me you can do
nothing." (John 15:5)"

Archbishop Fulton Sheen (5/8/1895--12/9/1979)

12
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* OOME STEP RIGHT yp E

oG
JOIN THE FUN

* ZOAR BAPTIST CHURCH
COMMU NITY

BIBLE

¥ 6—\\@9 SCHOOL @Qf/‘a *»
SAYVE THE DATES

M AUGUST 1-AUGUST 5 2022 4K
5:30 P.M.-8:00 P.M.
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17097 General Puler Hwy
Deltaville, va 23043
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Father’s of the Bible Wordsearch

P X D A B U T N D A v D X A
P U z P D 0 0 E M H E E wow B
0 T J D T U C Q z J u C A R Q
W U W B Y L z A N K M A Q C
P G s H L R C u J K M H H A |
A H A N A K L E P Q A X J S S
C B 0 | B 0 J C X M D F v R 0
J Y B F X K z D J A R u S L
C U 0 A s F X D E Q S T 0 L 0
R M L v | K L J C H S E N H M
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H S A S v G S G B ) H E 0 R S
A M T C R 0 Y L N J 0 T C N 0
A R W P J H A 0 N 0 C N L M
AARON GOD THE FATHER LOT
ABBA ISAAC MANOAH
ABRAHAM JACOB MOSES
ADAM JARIUS NOAH
DAVID JESSE PAUL
ELKANAH JOSEPH SOLOMON
GIDEON LABAN

Happy Father's Day,
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Sun

5 Pentacost

Polly Van
Benschoten

12 Trinity
Sunday

19
Father’'s Day

26

13

20

27
UMM 7pm

Tue Wed Thu

1 2
7 8 9

Carl Tate

14 15 16
Mickie Annual
Crittenden Conference
21 22 23
28 29 30

Fri

10

17
Annual

Conference

24
Jeannie Duke

Betty Farmer

Sat

4 Food Pantry
Becky Wilhite

11

18
Annual

Conference

25
Randy Tate

June Birthda ys (I Fyou know of any additions, deletions or corrections +ha+ shoald be made +o +he
birthday calendar, please let the newslet+er editor know.)
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